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Latino Children’s Book Awards in English 

The Américas Award is given in recognition of U.S. works 

of fiction, poetry, folklore, or selected non-fiction (from 

picture books to works for young adults) published in the 

previous year in English or Spanish that authentically and 

engagingly portray Latin America, the Caribbean, or Latinos 

in the United States.  

2016 Winners 

 Echo by Pam Muñoz Ryan 

 Out of Darkness by Ashley Hope-Pérez  

2016 Honorable Mentions 

 Growing Up Pedro: How the Martinez Brothers 

Made it from the Dominican Republic All the 

Way to the Major Leagues written and illustrated 

by Matt Tavares 

 Funny Bones: Posada and His Day of the Dead 

Calaveras written and illustrated by Duncan Tonatiuh 

2016 Commended Titles — 12 books 

The Pura Belpré Award, is presented annual-

ly to a Latino/Latina writer and illustrator 

whose work best portrays, affirms, and cele-

brates the Latino cultural experience in an 

outstanding work of literature for children 

and youth.  

2017 Winners 

 Author — Juana & Lucas by Juana 

Medina 

 Illustrator — Lowriders to the Cen-

ter of the Earth illustrated by Raúl 

Gonzalez and written by Cathy Camper 

2017 Author & Illustrator Honor Books 

 The Only Road 

 Esquivel!: Space-Age Sound Artist 

 The Princess and the Warrior: A Tale of 

Two Volcanoes 

The Tomás Rivera Award is given annually 

to honor the author/illustrator of the most 

distinguished book for children and young 

adults that authentically reflects the lives 

and experiences of Mexican Americans in 

the United States.  

2017 Winner — Younger Readers 

 Maybe Something Beautiful: How 

Art Transformed a Neighborhood  

by Isabel Campoy and Theresa Howell, 

Illustrated by Rafael López 

2017 Winner — Older Readers 

 The Memory of Light by Francisco 

X. Stork 

2016 Winners 

 Funny Bones: Posada and His Day 

of the Dead Calaveras 

 Out of Darkness  

Tomás Rivera 

Mexican American 

Children's Book 

Award  
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Children's and Young Adult 

Literature  
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